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NAVAL SHIP BUILDING 

1. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for Science and Innovation: 

Will the minister confirm that the Department of Defence believes there are no strong strategic reasons for 
building big warships in Australia? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I spent a very productive one and a half hours on Monday in front of the 
Senate Inquiry into the Future of Naval Ship Building in Australia.  The Senate called the inquiry because the 
Royal Australian Navy will be calling for tenders for two amphibious carriers as part of a program to build five 
ships for Australia.  The contract for the first three ships has already been awarded to the Australian Submarine 
Corporation in South Australia.   

The two amphibious ships will be the biggest ships ever constructed in Australia.  Amphibious ships are 
effectively mini-aircraft carriers used to carry helicopters, tanks, armoured personnel and troops for deployment 
anywhere in the world.  The Defence Materiel Organisation is suggesting that those ships should be built either 
in France or Spain from where the designs for the ships came.  I argued on behalf of the Western Australian 
government that consideration should be given to building those ships not just in Australia but specifically in 
Western Australia.  Both the federal and the state governments have poured nearly $300 million into the 
Australian Marine Complex.  In addition, the Carpenter government will invest another $81.1 million into 
building a ship-lift dry dock and transfer system for the AMC and into upgrading the wharf for future Navy and 
other defence work.   

The Australian Marine Complex has the best facilities for defence work and resource development in Australia.  
We have the capacity here in Western Australia to build those two amphibious ships.  It is a pity that that can-do 
attitude is not shared by not only Canberra and the DMO, but also Liberal members opposite.  I made a 
submission to the Senate committee on behalf of industry in Western Australia for the creation of 500 permanent 
jobs over 10 years, as did various other elements of industry, the unions and the TAFE college.  Everybody was 
there to argue the case for Western Australia.  Who was not there?  Members of the Liberal opposition were not 
there.  They missed their opportunity.  They had an opportunity to support any policies they might have for 
industry development here in Western Australia by arguing the case for work here, and they were not there. 
 


